3477

Apothecary jar

1758-1764

Height 13,5 cm, diam 8 cm

Signed ‘D/27’

Provenance: Geschiedkundig Medisch Pharmaceutisch Museum, Amsterdam

Just like the other cilindrical jars decorated with the peacock motif and an inscription in yellow lettering with blue rims, this jar is marked in red ‘D/27’. Maybe the number 27 is a sort of serial or production number, which these jars have in common.

The inscription M.P. D: AGARIC: stands for massa pilularum d(ecoctum?) agaricis, the mass from which pills are made, of  a decoction of  larch fungus (polyporis officinalis). This fungus ‘causes one to pass water and helps to eradicate epilepsy’, it should not be used on pregnant women.
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